Session I:  Characteristics of DCV Phenomena

Simple definition(s) of DCV must be developed and examples of DCV phenomena must be prepared.

Better characterization and understanding mechanisms of DCV phenomena should be a high priority.

Data bases must be extended backwards and reconstructed to describe statistics of DCV.

Models must be able to simulate DCV phenomena.

SST and other observations before 1950 should be used with caution.
Dependence of decadal predictions and predictability on the initial state and the adequacy of the observing system needs to be assessed.
Physical processes which may allow/hinder decadal predictability of ocean circulation and temperature; atmospheric circulation, temperature, and moisture transport; and precipitation, temperature, and weather events on continents should be identified.

Important to state that observation network must be improved.

Session II:
Be aware of scale differences; where possible, match the scale of information to decisions being made; examples include insurance, land-use policies, building codes, and agreements on water use/allocation.
Develop regional and/or local scenarios of the future that account for variability both in social conditions and climate.
Recognize that climate is highly variable and design policies to be both robust and flexible.

Water availability and quality constitute an important connection between climate and society, so study the relationship between climatic forces and water uses in societies (floods, droughts, etc.). Work to improve the connections among institutions that deal with water management and those involved in climate studies.

Accept the political nature of policies (e.g., climate info is only one input) and provide useful information that can be used with other information.

It is important to understand the driving forces behind phenomena such as “urbanization” or “globalization”; examine in depth both climate-related and other stresses, including urban environments, that contribute to impacts. 
Explore case studies – historical or speculative – where decadal variability could be an important part of decisions. 
Session III:

Identify the most relevant impacts related to DCV; compare the range of impacts and assess their importance
Given that social-economic databases are as undeveloped as climate databases, work to identify social data baselines and build datasets and tools.
Identify relationships between climate/climate impacts and vulnerabilities.

Education


-in this case, social issues to the climate community

Identify sectors for which DCV information would be most useful and begin to build climate/social “inventories”.

Session IV:
Improve the understanding of the relationship between sea surface temperature and other indicators with coastal storm intensity over decades.  This information is needed to provide probability distributions of potential storm damages for insurance and coastal design.

Evaluate the potential of using signals from decadal climate phenomena in agricultural early warning systems / advisories.  Study agricultural and crop responses to a range of climate changes and variability.

Water managers should evaluate the potential vulnerability of water resources systems to decadal climate patterns beyond those that appear in the historical record.  Climate scientists should provide statistics of decadal climate variability for risk assessment models.

Improve communication between stakeholders, policymakers, and climate researchers.

Session V:  Economic impacts
· Distinguish between impacts of events due to decadal and other time scales

· Identify researchers working on economic valuation of climatic impacts

· Develop inventory of methods of valuing environmental and other non-traditional goods; identify gaps

· Promote and conduct studies of economic impacts at different spatial scales and economic sectors 

· Stress the comprehensive nature of determining values and costs

· Undertake studies to convey relative benefits of undertaking mitigation vs. costs of not doing so
Major Recommendations
Simple definition(s) of DCV must be developed and examples of DCV phenomena must be prepared.

Better characterization and understanding mechanisms of DCV phenomena should be a high priority.

Assessing the relevance of DCV information for socio-economic processes and decision-making should be a high priority.

Develop regional and/or local scenarios of the future that account for variability both in social conditions and climate.
It is important to understand the driving forces behind phenomena such as “urbanization” or “globalization”; examine in depth both climate-related and other stresses, including urban environments, that contribute to impacts. 

Improve communication between stakeholders, policymakers, and climate researchers.
Identify the most relevant impacts related to DCV; compare the range of impacts and assess their importance
Given that social-economic databases are as undeveloped as climate databases, work to identify social data baselines and build datasets and tools.
Identify relationships between climate/climate impacts and vulnerabilities.

Climate scientists should provide statistics of decadal climate variability for risk assessment models for coastal, agricultural, and water resources applications.

Promote and conduct studies of economic impacts at different spatial scales and economic sectors

Organize an international Workshop on DCV impacts on developing countries, which can feed into the World Climate Conference III.

Message to DecVar7:

DCV research is scientifically important and potentially useful to society, but realizing benefits requires attention to socio-political reality and dynamics.  

Useful products would be characterization of DCV statistics and scenarios of regional DCV anomalies.  Also, scientifically-valid multiyear outlooks may be useful depending on the decision and decision context.

It is important to develop and disseminate information about past DCV impacts to decision-makers.
